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BACKGROUND / GENERAL INFORMATION

Deer Creek is the largest watershed in Harford County, covering
38 percent of the County's land area. The entire watershed is
approximately 109,350 acres, of which, 85,938 acres are within
Harford County. The remainder of the watershed is in York County,
PA (16,250 acres) and Baltimore County (7,150 acres).

Land Use in Deer Creek Watershed

(MD & PA)

15.2% Developed

A watershed is a region or area of land that drains
to a body of water. The boundary of a watershed is
determined by the hills and valleys of the landscape.
Every piece of land is part of a watershed.

54.4%
Agricultural

30.4%
Forest / Brush

There are currently 8,810 households and 24,750 persons
residing in the Deer Creek Watershed in Harford County; this
represents 10.5 percent of the County’s population.

PA

PRESERVATION

Deer Creek Watershed is identified in Maryland’s Clean Water
Action Plan (1998) as a Category 1 watershed indicating

that it is in need of restoration. It is also a Category 3 watershed
indicating that it is a pristine or sensitive watershed in need of
protection. These watersheds show signs of stress or degradation
but still contain pristine or sensitive natural resources. Deer Creek
has the added distinction of being designated a "Select" Category
3 watershed, which indicates a more pristine or sensitive watershed
in need of an extra level of protection.

Almost 30 percent of the Deer Creek watershed is currently
protected in park land or through easements, with over 22,000
acres of agricultural easements, and another 1,010 acres in Rural
Legacy easements. There are over 3,500 acres of State and
County parks in the watershed.

Baltimore
County

The Deer Creek watershed is a recognized local and State
resource worthy of protection. Its many significant attributes
resulted in its designation as a State Scenic River in 1973.
Numerous sensitive species inhabit this watershed, including
the endangered Maryland Darter, the bog turtle, and brook trout.
Many of the streams are designated trout waters.

ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE !

The Deer Creek Watershed ranks 3rd in the
State of Maryland for aquatic biodiversity.

Maryland’s part of the Deer Creek watershed
contains 12,099 acres of high quality forest habitat
which makes up 41% of the total forest area.




